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To the Right Worſhiptul 


Thomas Gore, 


OF 


ALDRINGTON,Efſq; 


High Sheriff of the County of WILTS. 
Right Worſhipful, 


Sw Ince it was by the Influence and 
NN Power you have - me ( for 
| & 40 * my own Inclination would have 
led me to neither) that T lately 
Preached, and nowPubliſh this enſuing Diſ- 
courſe , I cannot but call it in ſome meaſure 
Yours (pardon my bolaneſs here) and prefix 
Jour Name to pive it ſhelter and protettion. 
I know too well that (enſure abounds in this 
A 2 licentions 
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licentious Age, and what leſs can T expett than 
the overflowings thereof from reſtleſs men, whoſe 
ſpirits being always in a tumult, do boldly re- 
flett even upon that «Authority it ſelf, whoſe 
Rights T aſſert and windicate : But I hope 
Sir, when Retiſon and Truth cannot allay this 
intemperate heat,(a heat which more becomes 
the Alcoran than the Goſpel, that your Name 
alone may be able in ſome meaſure to do it. 
T ſhall forbear Sir, all endeavours to blazon 
your Worth , fmce your own Learned Iritings 
have done it already for me, they ſpeaking 
much more to your advantage, than any thing 
that can be ſaid by him, * is, 


Honoured Sir, 


| Stanten-Quintin Your moſt humbly devoted 


Sept. 24. and obliged Seryant, 
FOHN. BYROM. 
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| SERMON 


On Rom. xi1.|1. 


Let every ſoul be ſubject unto the Higher 
Powers 


HERE is nothing more con” 
ducible to the publick good,than 
\ Civil Society, it being the uniting 
cement of the World, and at 
once the ſtrength and glory ot ir. 

4 It the Maſs of Man-kind lay 
looſe and confuſed, like ſo many divided grains 
of Sand, and acted ar their pleaſure withour con- 
troul and government, they would ſoon degene- 
rate and grow into Wolves, they would ſoon be- 
come a mutual vexation, and fall a prey to one 
another : To prevent which, Nature it felt hath 
made a very large and ample proviſion, as 
having implanted in humane race an inclination 
to Society, as alſo an underſtanding to know, and 
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z The Neceſſity of Subjeftion 
a will to purſue thoſe numerous conveniencies 
that flow from it. No Nation was ever ſo irra- 
tional and ſavage, as to livein a continual ſtate of 
War ; the Thracians, whole roughneſs hath given 
birth to a Proverb; the Goths and Yandals, that 
roul'd from the North with an Inundation of 
Cruelty and Barbariſm ; the Americans that Wor. 
ſhiped Hell, and adored their very Tormentor , 
were notwithſtanding tolerably ſociable among 
themſelves, and had ſome kind of Government ; 
but where Civility obtain'd, as it did in Greece, 
and Ancient Rome, there Government was pre. 
lcrved in due eſteem and reverence, and ſuch ex- 
cellent Laws were made in order thereunto, that 
itis even now accounted a piece of Wiſdom to be 
well acquainted with them. In general, the 
Principles of Nature teach and adviſe.the uſeful- 
nels and neceſſity of Civil Government, and that 
it is both advantagious and juſt, that one ſhould 
be advanced to the higheſt degree; and be ho. 
noured and obey'd for the Wh ofall. Neither 
is the Eternal Author of Nature leſs careful in de- 
claring himſelf in this matter, he having Ena@ed 
and Decreed in his revealed Will (and all his De- 
crees like thoſe of the .ledesare unchangeable_) 
that Men ſhould be United rogether, as if they 
were all but one body ; and in orderto this ſo 
celirable an Union, be ſubmiſſively obedientrothe 
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Lawful Magiſtrate. Particularly, when he was 
pleaſed to promulgate his Goſpe/ro the World, he 
diſcover'd and enjoyn'd anew, not only the Du- 
ty we owe to Himſelf, but that which we are ob- 
liged to pay unto them who are honoured with 
his Signature and Name, Kings and Princes. To 0- 
mit other places ar preſent, that alone of my 
Text, is an unqueſtionable evidence, the Apoſtle 
in his name commanding Subjection lo plainly 
and uniyerfally, that nothing but Sephiſkr and 
Hell can evade it. Let every ſoul be ſubje&t unto the 
Higher Powers — 

The word *u9 tranſlated here Soul, if we re- 
ſpect its firſt and original intendment, ſignifies 
Breath ; but according to the more common and 
general uſe, it imports the rational Soul of Man, 
which therefore is calledin Gen. 2.7.the breath of life. 
Now becauſe the Soul animates andenlivens the 
body,otherwiſe a dull & unactive mals, it is ſom- 
rimes taken for life, which it gives. Thus the Ixxii. 
Gen.1 7.14 the Uncircumciſed Man-child, whoſe fleſh of 
his fore-skin is not Circumciſed , *S0>.svbpnarry n Lug 
Exciye En & yives aurs, 1, C, The life of that perſon ſhall pe- 
riſh, or be taken away, Now inaſmuch as the Soul 
diſtinguiſhes us from other Creatures; inaſmuch 
as thereby we are endowed with reaſon,by which 
we are eſſentially men, it is ſometimes incluſive 
of the body alſo, and ſignifies the whole Man. 

Thi: 


4 The Neceſjuyof Subjeftion, 
Thus it is to be underſtood in various places 
of Sacred Writ, and cannot be otherwiſe inter- 
preted here. | 

As to the word a, it properly denotes 

ower in the abſtract, but it cannot beſo under- 
{tood here, becauſe it is impoſſible that thar 
ſhould receive the Subjection that is here requi- 
red to be given ; it muſt therefore be taken for 
the Perſon 1impower'd, for him in whom power 
and dominion are lawfully ſeated, by virtue 
whereof, he is ſuperior to others ; in which ſenſe 
itis likewiſe to be underſtood in Ephef. 1. and in 
other places. 

The meaning then of the words, Let every ſoul 
be ſubjet to the Higher Powers, is this, Every per. 
ſon, of what quality or condition ſoeyer he be, 
muſt yield Subje&tion to the Supream Lawtul 
Magiſtrate, and to them who are put in Authori- 
ty under him : Purſuant to which, I ſhall make « 
it the fubjeCt of my following Diſcourlſe,to evince 
by plain Arguments the Neceſſity of our ſub- 
miſſion and obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate. 

The firſt Argument ſhall be taken from the 
Origine of Civil Power, it being derived only 
from God. 

The ſecond from the Doctrine and Practice of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

The third from the Nature of Rebellion, which 
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is in it ſelf Damnable and Deſtructive of Salva- 
tion. | | 

The fourth and laſt from the Univerſal con- 
ſent of the Reformed Chriſtian Churches, who una- 
nimouſly agree in ir. 

I. The Neceſſity of Subje&tion is .evident 
from the Origine of Civil Power, it being de- 
rived only a God. Although the Divine 
Image is ftamp'd upon man in general, and in- 
dulg'd indiſcriminartely to all; yer it is peculiar- 
ly imprinted upon Princes, and therefore in Scri- 
pture they are called Gods ; the Authority which 
they Exerciſe is not owing to the People (as ſome 
venemous Pens have drop'd, to blaſt the Cedars 
of the Foreſt, and to Poylon the Shrubs that are 
under them ) but to God alone who Reigns in 
Heaven, arid overrules the madneſs of the Peo- 
ple. What chough Bellarmine [ De Concil. |. 2. 
. £.19. |] and Buchanan, [| De jure Regni apnd Scotos 
” P. 50.7] the one a Pillar of the >ynagogue of 

Rome, and the other an Advocate of popular 
confuſion, have mer in the point, Men who would 
willingly be thought as averſe in their Principles, 
as the never-to-be-united Poles of Heaven ? 
{hall we therefore Exalc moving dirt ( for man 
5 no better ) to the Soveraignty of God, and 
velt ic with a power which 1s the (ole preroga- 
B tive 


6 The Neceſſhyof Subjeftimn, 

tive of Omnipotence * God, as he is the Creator 
and Preſerver,ot men, hath a juſt and unqueſtio. 
nable Dominion over them, and this his Domi- 
njon he in part transfers to Soveraign Princes, 
that erder might be preſerved in the world, and 
that the Inhabirants thereof might /ead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 1 Tim. 
2. 2. The Crowns which encompals cheir royal 
heads, are the entire gift and donative of Him, 
who 1s encircled for ever with an eternal Crown 
of glory, and this is moſt plain from our Apoſtles 
words, which alone confound theſe Babel-builders, 
and break in pieces all their Arguments. There is 
no power, ſays he, at ver. 2. of this Chapter, but of 
God, the powers that be are ordained of God ; whoever 
therefore refiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordnance of 
God, and again v. 4. He beareth not the Sword in 
pain, for he is the Minifter of God. And inaſmuch 
as Corahand his Seditious followers rebel'd againſt 
their lawful Governour, it is ſaid by the Hly 
Ghoſt, that they were gathered together againſt the 
Lord , Numb. 16. 11. which plainly incimates, 
that Dominion is founded and eſtabliſhed by 
God, he accounting this Faction againſt Moſes his 
Repreſentative, as form'd againſt Himſelf; and 
it is further confirm'd by that Heavenly wiſdom 
which cannot err, Proy. 8. 15, 16, By me Kings 

Reign, 
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Reign, and Princes decree Juſtice ; by me Princes rule, 
and Nobles, even all the Judges of the earth. Seeing 
then the Authority of the lawful Magiſtrate 
deſcends from the —— Lord of all things, 
how can the Violators and Oppoſers thereof be 
excuſed from the monſtrous crime of lifting up 
the head againſt him that gave it, and making 
an aſſault upon the very Godhead ? do they not 
in effect rebel againſt Heaven it ſelf, who rebel 
againſt Him whom Heaven has ſet-up the anomted 
of the Lord *' is not Magiſtracy according to our 
Apoltle's expreſs words an Ordinance of God, and 
therefore ſacred and inviolable, not to be blaſted 
by venergous breath, or to be ronch'd by the 
unhallowed 'arms of Sedition. It the ſons of 
Faction and Difloyalty would weigh and ponder 
this, if they would conſider, as they ought, the 
Divine original of Government, they would 
ſoon diſcern-the neceſſity of Subjeftion ; Oppo- 
lition againſt che lawful Powers upon earth ( for 
from Him their Authority procceds ) being le- 
vel'd at a diſtance againſt the greater one in 
Heaven. 

ll. The neceſſity of Subje&tion will further 
appear from the Doctrine and Practice of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; although the Holy Jeſus is the 
great and eyerlafting God, God bleſſed for ever ; 
B 2 yet 


8 The Neceſſuy of Subjettion 
yet like the meaneſt of humane Race he ſubje- 
ted Himſelf to the Dominion of men, alchough 
he had the immortal Scepter of Heaven, and an 
immarceſlible Crown of endleſs Glory, yet he 
yielded ſubmiſſion to the frail Scepters, and the 
fading Crowns of the earth; witnels'the whole 
courle of his life, which he led with ſo much 
Meeknels and - Obedience, that his implacable 
enemies, the Jews, could not find whereof to. ac- 
cuſe him.” The Phariſees in particular endeavou- 
red teenſnare Him in this matter, and therefore 
as flatteringly as inſidiouſly lay, Maſter we know 
that thou art true , and teacheſt the way of God in 
Truth,neither careſt thou for any man, for thou regardeſt 
not the perſon of men : St. Matt. 2 2. 16. Thus by 
giving him the ſpecious Title of Maſter, and ſuch 
loft and pleaſing words which in their opinion 
might be grateful unto him, 'they thought to in- 
duce him to ſpeak as they would have him, :.e. 
Factiouſly : for unde this fair Covert diſguiling 
a black and villanous Deſign, they demanded of 
him, whether it was lawful to pay tribute to the 
Roman Emperour ; unto which , having ſeen a 
peny, which by their confeſſion was ſtamp'd with 
Ce/ars Image, he gave this unexpected, bur loyal 
reply ; Render unto Czlar the things that are Cx- 
lars, and unto God the things that are Gods. St. Marr. 
22. 
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22, 21. Butto makethe matter unqueſtiona- 
ble; when himſelf was demanded Tribute, the 
impoſition whereof is an evideat token of Sove- 
raign Authority, and the payment as evident a 
roken of Subjection , he refuſed ie not, bur 
wroughtevena miracleto doit ; at laſt drawing 
nigh ro his mournful death, the Sun of Righte- 
ouſnels being to ſer in blood, he. gave a never- 
dying inſtance of his peaceable Submiſſion, the 
occaſion was this, he being apprehended by a 
multitude of People which Judas brought, a 
multicude armed with Swords and ſharper Re- 
venge, St. Peter in the heat of his Paſſion drew, 
and with an unhappy ſucceſs cut off the High 
Prieſts ſervant's ear,- the Holy Jeſus reſented this 
unlawful a&tion ſo much, that he ſharply and ſe- 
verely rebuked him for it, and plainly told him, 
that they who without deriving any Authority 
from him that bears the Sword will yet preſume 
to ule it, ſhall find ic fatal ro their own eaſe and 
quiet, they ſhall fall themſelves by ir, and fur- 
ther continues he, Thmkeſt thou that 1 cannot now 
pray to my Father, and he will preſently give me more 
than ten Legions of Angels. St. Matt. 26. 53. 
Cherubim and Seraphim, and all the mighty hoſt of 
Heaven were entirely at his Devotion and Com- 
mand, and yet that. He might. give no colour or 
um- 


io The Neceſſuy of Subjettion 
umbrage of oppoſition, he called them not to 
his Afiſtance; and fo being brought before 
Pontius Pilate, he neither diſclaim'd nor oppoſed 
his Authority , but was obedient in the higheſt 
degree, obedient to the painful and infamous 
death of the Croſs. Now our Saviour that was 
thus {fubmiſſive hath left theſe commands upon 
Record, Learn of me, St. Matt. 11.29. and very 
often, follow me ; St. Matt. 4. 19. St. Luke 5. 27. 
from whence there is an indiſpenſable neceſſity ro 
follow his example, and he being obedient to the 
ſupream Magiſtrate, the ſame indiſpenſable ne- 
ceſliry lies upon us to be obedientalſo. In his 
ſteps did his Primitive followers afterwards 
tread, as is evident from what is Recorded of 
them by St. Luke in the As of the Apoſtles, and 
by Ecclefraſtical Writers. Tfhall inſtance at pre- 
{ent but 1n one, namely, St. Paul, both becauſe he 
was the Penman -of my Text, and likewiſe 
brought up ia a Religion that diſcountenanced, 
tis rrue, all manner of Rebellion, but ic was of 
a warm Spirit. He, as it is recorded in As 9. 
was Converted to Chriſtianity by the miraculous 
appearance of the Bleſſed Jeſus, his journey to 
Daniaſcus becoming to him the way to Heaven ; 
afrer which his happy Converſion , he gained 
many Proſelytes to the Chriſtian Faith, confound- 
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ing the obſtinacy of the ſtubborn Jew, the Philo- 
ſophy of the learned: Greek, and the ſtrength of 
the powerful Roman : but amongſt all that he 
aCted or ſpoke in order to bring them to the obe- 
dience of God, he never utter'd a ſyllable char 
countenanced their diſobedience to man. For 
an orderly ſubjection to the Powers on earth is 
not deſtrutive of that which we owe to the 
greater one in Heaven ; the former is fpunded 
upon eternal Reaſon as well as the latter, and lo 
it would be highly incongruous that one ſhould 
aboliſh the other, he therefore was ſo far from 
pulling down the Thrones of Kings, from weak- 
ning or dimini{hing their Power and Authority, 
that as occaſion ſerved, he vindicated their cauſe 
both by Precepr and Example. As to. his Per- 
(onal behaviour herein, we find ſuch inſtances of 
his" loyalty and obedience, that they cannot be 
deny'd by the greateſt Patrons of Anarchy and 
Confuſion : ' when he was brought by the mali- 
cious Jews before the Tribunal of Gallio then 
Deputy of Achaia, he offer'd not to queſtion the 
Authority of his Judge , or to refule ſubmiſſion 
to him, and in truth, if a Superiority over 0- 
thers, as ſome impiouſly pretend, was not con- 
liſtenc with that Religion which St.. Paul profel- 
led, he would never have waved this ſo fair an 
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opportunity of declaring his mind about it; af. 
cer this he was brought before the Jewiſh Sanabe- 
drim, before Felix, Feſtus and Agrippa, to each of 
whom he was very reſpe&tful, and ſhew'd great 
ſigns of Reverence, particularly when the Go- 
vernour Falix did but beckon, to him to ſpeak, 
he immediately comply'd with his ſilent Com- 
mand, and further told him , that he anſwer'd 
with more joy and chearfulneſs than ordinary, 
becauſe he was to plead before aperſon that for 
many years together had exerciſed judicial Au- 
thority ; when he was ſummoned before the 
judgment Seat of Feſtus, the firſt offer he made in 
his own defence, was to clear himſelf of the 
Calumny of Faction:and Rebellion, whereby 
we may lee, what ſentiments he had concerning 
the Rights of the Civil Magiſtrate ; when he 
made it his fuſt and chieteſt care to publiſh to the 
world that he had nor violated any of them : 
Neither,lays he, againſt the law of Jews neither againſt 
the Temple; nor yet againſt Czlar have I offended any 
thing at all. Atts 25.8. Once, 'tis true, when 
the High Prieſt Anantas commanded that they who 
{tood by ſhould ſmite him on the mouth, Afts 23. 2. 
he ra{hly return'd che opprobrious Title of whi- 
ted wall, y.z. But no ſooner did ke know to whom 
he had ſpoken thus diſhonourably, but he charges 
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it wholly upon his ignorance, I viſt nt, fays he, 
brethren, that he was the High Prieſt, v. 5. and after- 
wards toſhew how ſenſible he was that none 
ſhould ſpeak evil of Dignities, he cites a Text 
out of the Law to that purpole, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak 
evil of the Ruler of thy People; Exod. 22. 28. 
Thus our 4poſtle, as to his perſonal behaviour, 
never offer'd tro entrench upon the Rights of 
Government , but. into what Nation or Coun- 
trey {ocyer he came , that Nation and Coun- 
trey had clear and undoubted proofs of his Sub. 
jection ; and weare all of us obliged as wecll in 
this as in other things to tranſcribe his excellent 
example, as himlelt- ſpeaks, your ſelves know how 
ye oug bt to follow 1s, for we behaved not our ſelves diſ- 
orderly among you. 2 Theſl. 3. 7. Neither did his 
Doctrine diſagree in the leaſt from his lite and 
manners, his words as vehemently perſuading to 
obedience at his practice; in his Epiſtle to Titus 
the chicf and principal Biſhop of Crete, he com- 
mands him to put the People in remembrance 
of this their Duty. Put them in mind to be ſubjeft to 
Principalities and Poweys, to obey .9agiſtrates. Ch. 3. 
V. 1. [n ſhort, nothing can be more plain than 
the words of my Text, which he purſues in the 
greateſt part of the Chapter, and ſays particular- 
ly, ye muſt be ſubjeft not only for wrath, but alſo for 
conſcience ſake, v. 5. which in truth is the more 
re- 
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remarkable, becauſe enjoyn'd the Romans, who 
then groan'd under the almoſt inſufterable bur- 
den of Cruelty and Oppreſiion. They had at that 
time ſuch a Prince, who ated the Stork amon 
chem beyond, if poſſible, the intent of the Fa- 
ble, and the utmoſt of what was defign'd to be 
repreſented by it, ſuch a Prince who behaved 
himſelf ſo barbarouſly whilſt alive, that ar his 
death there was an univerſal joy among the Peo- 
le. Pars Tiberium in Tiberim;&c.lays Suetonins,[ In 
vita Tib. par. 5. ] ſome cryed, away with him to Tiber, 
others prayed, that no other place might be aſſign'd him 
among the dead, but that which was given to the wicked, 
and others threatned to expoſe bis dead body upon the 
Gibber, being enraged at the remembrance of his for- 
mer Cruelty and late Bloodineſs ; and yet for all this 
they mult be ſubje&, ir being part of the Chri- 
ian yoak to ſubmir to that other 
ay: xy 4-189. alſo of ſubjeftion. St. Chryſo- 
om commenting upon the Text 
leaves this memorable glols upon it, thou muſt be 
ſubjeF, ſays he, xg «mvwvAG ys, xg wzy rim» x 
eos, 9p ono i. e. Whoever thou art , although 
thou art an Apoſtle, although thou art an Evangelit, 
although thou art a Prophet; and Tertullian 1n his 
Apology, tells us, that all the Arms which the 
Primitive Chriſtians uſed under the preflures of 
the 
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the ſevereſt Proſecutions,were tears only and humble 
intreaties. They thought it then an honour, as in- 
deed it was, to ſuffer, not to deſtroy and murder 
for Chriſt. And now it after all this,any man will 
doubr, whether ſubjeRion is due to his lawful 
Prince and to them whoare depured by Him, he 
may as well doubr, whether the examples of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles are to be followed, for they 
paidit; he may as well doubt, whether the Scri- 
pture be true, for that enjoyns it; but no one, 
| hope, that pretends to the Name of Chriſt will 
queſtion the latter, therefore he has no reaſon to 
doubt of the former. 

[[I. The Neceflity of Subjection is allo evi- 
dent from the nature of Rebellion, which is in ir 
ſelf damnable and deſtructive of Salvation. 
The firſt: diſobedience of this kind that ever 
actually appear'd, was form'd and contriv'd by 
the Apoſtate ſpirits in Heaven ; Pride and Am- 
bition ſo {wel'd their minds beyond their juſt 
and natural proportion, that they grew big with | 
the moſt deformed and miſ-ſhapen of all Mon- 
ſters, with unnatural Rebellion againſt che Lord 
their God, but they found it ſo hazardous to them- 
ſelves in the event, that they were forced from 
the joys and happineſs of Heaven, the Morning 
Starsfell deveſted of their radiant glory, they 
C? tell 
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fell from immarceſlible light to the Regions of 
eternal darkneſs, and what do we think will -be- 
come of them, who treading in their ſteps rebel 
againſt Gods Vicegerent upon earth ? 'ris eaſte 
enough to foretel the ſadneſs of their puniſh - 
ment from what our Apoſtle ſays in v.2. of this 
Chap. they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation. Nay to ſhew Gods juſt Indignation a- 
gainſt this Sin, he puniſhed it even here 1a ſuch a 
manner that was never before ſeen or heardin 
T/rael, Numb. 16. 32. the earth opened its mouth, 
and ſwallowed up Dathan and his fattious Ac- 
complices, and it 15not to be doubted, bur they 
afterwards went from one deep to another, and 
tro enhanſe the guilt thereof, it is compared in 
Scripture to that which of all others ſeems the 
moſt unnatural and horrid impiety; Rebellion i as 
the ſin of Witchcraft. 1 Sam. 15. 23. To omic then 
thoſe Tragical confuſions and diſorders which 
are the natural off-ſpring and product of Rebel- 
lion,to paſs by in ſilence thoſe execrable outrages 
and murders it cauſes, they ſpeaking of them. 
{elves and loudly declaring the malignity of its 
nature ; wecannot but conclude that it is ſinful 
and damnable, and utterly inconſiſtent wich 
eternal Salvation : and if fo, our obligation to 
ſubjeion is enforced thereby,” we being bound 
to 
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to obſerve ir, as we tender and reſpect our eyer- 
laſting happinels. 

IV. And laſtly, The Neceſſity of Subjection is 
likewiſe confirm'd by the univerſal conſent of 
the Reformed Chriſtian Churches, who unanimouſly 
agree in it. In the /atter confeſſion of Helveria 
cap. 30. we find theſe following words ; The Ma- 

iftracy of what ſort ſoever it be, is ordained of God 
Tanſelf for the peace and quietneſs of Mankind, and ſo 
that he ought to have the chiefeſt place in the World. 
And afterwards, be that oppojeth himſelf againſt the 
Magiſtrate, doth procure the wrath of God againſt him. 
In the confeſſion of Baſil, Art. 1'1.it is ſaid,we do not 
only not receive, but as Abominations and Blaſphemues 
rejeft and condemn thoſe ſtrange and erroneous Do- 
frines which the ſpirits. of Sedition among _ other dam- 
nable opinions bring forth, laying, that Magiſtrates 
cannot be ( briſtians. Inthe confeſſion of Bohemia, 
c.16. we find theſe words, the People are taught, 
and by the word of God effeFtually enforced thereunto, 
that all and every of them in all things, ſo that they be 
not contrary to God, perform their obedience to the ſupe- 
rior Power, firſt to the King's Majeſty, then #0 ofl Ma- 
giſtrates and ſuch as are in Authority, in what Charge 
ſoever they te placed, whether they be of themſelves 
g00d men or evil. In the Gallican confeffton, Art.40. 
we read, we muſt willingly ſuffer the yoak of. ſubje- 


chon, 
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. ion , although the Magiſtrates be Infidels. In the * 
Belgique, Art. 36. all men of what Dignity, Condition 
or State ſoever, ought to be ſubje& to their lawful Ma- 
giſtrates. Agreeable to which is that of Ausburg, 
Art. 16. whereinthey affirm, that Chriſtians muſt 
of neceſſity obeythe Magiſtrates Laws that now are, 
ſave only where they command and enjoyn ſin. In the 
confeſfion of Saxony, Art. 23. it 1s ſaid, Subjetts 
owe unto the civil Magiſtrates obedience, as St. Paul 
ſaith, not only becauſe of wrath, i.e. for fear of cor- 
poral puniſhment, wherewith the Rebellious are reward- 
ed by the Magiſtrate, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, i. e. 
Rebellion ts a ſin that offendeth God, and draweth the 
Conſcience from God. 1n that of Suedeland, cap.23. 
It is ſaid, we have declared that our Preachers do place 
that obedience which is given to_ the Magiſtrates among 
good works of the firſt degree, and that they teach, that 
every man ought ſo much the more diligently to apply 
himſelf to the publick Laws, by bow much he is a more 
ſincere Chriſtian and richer in Faith. Conformable to 
all which is the Do&rine of our own Church, as 
is clear from her 7. Art. and from the Homilies of 
Obedience and Rebellion confirm'd by the 3 5ch.Now 
where there is ſuch a general and unanimous 
conlent, where there is ſuch an harmonious and 
univerſal agreement, there, as it is highly agree- 
able to Reaſon, can hardly be a failure of ruth; 


and 
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and (ecing in this Doftrine of ſubjetion to Ma- 
eiſtrates, fo many vaſt and flouriſhing Kingdoms, 
lo many large and populons Principalities, ſo 
many : {trong and- powerful: Commonwealths 
unanimouſly agreed, and thart ar ſuch a time roo 
when they on withdrew fromthe blindneſs and 
corruptions of Rome, in which they had been o 
long educated; lecing, | ſay, there was lo full a 
conſent herein, as 'tis plain there was by their 
reſpective Confe Jſrons the conſideration hereof, 
though it ſtood ſingle, cannot bur incline a ratio- 
nal perſon to the belief of ict. *Tis true, the 
Anabaptiſts ot thoſe times, as the induſtrious Slei- 
dan ,Com. l. 10. relates, a People by his deſcription 
lictle leſs than mad, and. pretending to ſuch Viſt- 
ons and Revelations which they themſelves ne- 
ver ſaw or heard, openly maintain'd, that it was- 
not only lawful to reſiſt the Magiſtrate, but that Ma- 
viſtracy it ſelf was repugnant to ( briſtianity, a Do- 
&rine ſoimpious in it ſelf, and ſo aſtoniſhing in 
ts dreadful conſequents, that it gain'd only upon 
mean,deſperateand irreligious perſons;and it was 
afterwards followed with 1o Lena a judgment 
upon the maintainers and abertters thereof, that 
the Sward gave a period to their madneſs and 
lives together, and- with them it might poſſibly 
have.ended, with them it might have dyed and 

periſhed 
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eriſhed for ever, had not Satan the Prince of 
Rebels for a reaſon beſt known to Himſelf , che- 
riſhed and fomented it in-others ; but their num- 
ber formerly was, and I hope ar preſent is ſo imall 
and inconſiderable, that it takes lictle ſtrengrh . 
frem the Argument I purſue, nothing having 
been ever {o plain and evident, that hath not had 
many oppolers. 

And now, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe of the 
Roman Church, who have fo far perverted Reaſon 
and corrupted Religion, that in one of rheir moſt 

ſolemn Aſſemblies in a Council which 
Conctte £204% they extol and magnifie for the 
number and learning of- their Prelats, they have 

ronounced and decreed it lawful ro dethrone 
and deſtroy Princes; they are willing indeed . 
under a pious diſguiſe ſeemingly to qualifie this 
bloody Sanction, by adding thereunto the word 
Heretique. But Low caneven theis own Princes 
be fecure from the faraleflects chereof, when they 
themſelves are both Party and Judges, and'tis | 
notoriouſly known that a very* ſmall marter, 
when they are ſo minded, will luffice to make a 
Hererique. Will the pretended Vicar of Chriſt 
' uſurpa power of relilting and depoling ſaveraign 
Magiſtrates, when Chriſt himſelf yielded all 
due ſubjeRtion unto. them 2? will he who ſtyle. 
himlſes 
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himſelf St. Peter's Succeſſor, a&t ſo contrary. to 
St. Peter's Command, as it 1s, 1 Ep. 2. 13, 14. Sub- 
mit your ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lords 
Jake, whether it be to the King as ſupream, or unto Go- 
vernors as unto them that are ſent by bim. This cer- 
tainly is no other than to infuſe into Religiort 
which naturally breaths ſubmiſſion and meekne(s 
the unnatural ſpiric of Treaſon, Diſloyalty and 
Blood. 

What likewiſe ſhall we ſay unto them, who 
inſpired witha like Phrenſie have openly avow- 
ed Rebellion tobe juſtihable, and what is more, 
not only their Pens, but their Swords have writ- 
ten it in Characters of- Blood ; to juſtifie their 
barbarous and inhumane Practices, they have 
cited that of Deborah and Barak in Judg. 5. 23. as 
it becauſe the Angel of the Lord denounces a 
curſe againſt the Inhabitants of .Merox for ſtand- 
Ing in a cold neutrality, and not ref1- 
ſting a forein Enemy,as the Aſſemb- 
ly- Annotators themſelves contels, that therefore ir 
5 lawful co oppole the Father of our Countrey, and 
reſiſt the legal Magiſtrate. They have cited that 
of the Royal Prophet in Pal. 149-8. where he 
[peaks concerning binding their Kings in Chams, and 
their Nobles with links of 1ron ; but the words are 

D dire. 
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direted only againſt thoſe ſuperſtitious Hea- 
thens, upen whom God deſign'd to execute his 
wrath for their groſs Idolatry, as is evident from 
the preceding verſe, and fo nothing art all to their 
purpoſe. Laſtly, not to rake into all their abuſes, 
they have cited and groſly miſapplyed to them- 
ſelves that ſaying of the Apoſtles, we 9ught rather 
to obey Ged than men ; Adts 5. 29. as if they, with- 
out any diſparity in the Caſe, were acted by the 
fame ſpirit that the Bleſſed 4poſtles were, and pur- 
ſued the ſame end and delign with them, it is 
eaſie enough to plead and diſtort Scripture : The 
moſt obſtinate Hereticks, the moſt profligate 
Sinners, nay Devils themſelves can do it : how- 
ever then by a kind of profanation of the words, 
they term'd their own ambitions and intemperate 
Deſires, Gods Cauſe ; however they encouraged 
the people to Arm, asif to unſheath the Sword 
againſt the Lords Anointed was to fight the Lords 
Battels.Thisis undeniably certain,that no pretence 
whatever can juſtifie ſuch proceedings ; for it is 
impoſſible for a man, whatever is Fouriſhed tO 
the contrary, to be at once a bad Subjeft anda 
ood Chriſtian. 

Whar, laſtly, ſhall we ſay unto them, who un- 


der the colour of Chriſtian Liberty, would break 
| down 
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down the fences of Government, and lay-ir ſo 
waſt that not ſo much as one ſtone ſhould be left 
upon another. The liberty which our Saviour 
purchaſed by the effuſion of his ſacred and in- 
eſtimable blood is wholly ſpiritual, and yer to 
ſerve ſuch deſtgns, which I am unwilling to call 
to your thoughts , thele are ſome who would 
have itto be temporal ; but can any rational per- 
ſon believe that Chriſt, who came to free us from 
Sin, hath yetgiven us a freedom to do wickedly, 
as we apparently muſt, if we reſiſt the lawful 
Magiſtrate, whom Chriſt hath commanded us to 
obey ? This is ſuch a ſoleciſm and wild contradi- 
Con, that nothing but deep Atheiſm, or, if I 
may joyn (uch diſtant words _— religious 
Phrenſie can be guilty of ic; and in truth, ir may 
juſtly raiſe our Admuration, that ſuch perſons as 
theſe claim to themſelves the name of Prote- 
ſtant, when Proteſtants, as I have made appear 
from their reſpe&ive Confeſſions, diſclaim and 
renounce ſuch horrid Principles : they may per- 
adventure proteſt againſt the errors of Rome, and 
n this they do well ; but they proteſt too againſt 
the truths of God, and what diſtrafting Schiſms 
in the Church and convullive Agomies in the 
Yate, this at laſt-may produce, is eaſie enough to 
D 2 foreſee 
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foreſee without a Propherique Spirit; and there. 
fore how juſtly they would appropriate to them. 
ſelves this name, when they who were firſt called 
thereby acted upon different principles, I leave 
all conſidering men to judge. 

And now, my Lord, having aſſerted the rights 
of that Power which caules your preſence here, 
and authorizes your judiciary proceedings a- 
mong us, give me leave to be your remembran- 
cer, that what ſubjeCtion ſocver we owe to the 
higher Powers, your lelyes are ſubject to the 
higheſt of all, God, he the ſupream and ſove- 
raign Judge of the World will call mankind to 
an account for their ations ; by Him we muſt 
ſtand or fall without an Appeal to another ; if it 
ſhould be your unhappinels ( which God forbid) 
to tread inthe path of violence or wrong, you 
cannot but expect a heavier doom than that 
which you here pronounce againſt the guilty. 
But it you obſerve the rules of Juſtice, and de- 
rermine according to the tenor of it, you will 
ſurely receive moſt righteous Judgment, Judg- 
ment temper'd and {weerned with Mercy at the 
great Tribunal of Heaven; and then it will be 
a comfort and pleaſure unto you to behold your 
omniſcient Fudge and King, whole countenance 

other- 
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otherwiſe will ſhoot forth horror and dart amaz- 
ing fearfulneſs; then when the Statutes of Hea- 
ven are opened, it will be more to your advan- 
tage and honour, than that which you at pre- 
ſent enjoy or can politbly expect from thoſe that 
are made upon earth; then in a word you will 
be exalted to an immortal ſtate of Glory, for 
happineſs and juſtice are eternal Companions, 
and cohabir inthe Regions above for ever. Ler 
me therefore intreat you in the name of God 
tocalt up your Eyes towards this glorious Erer- 
nity, thatneither fear nor favour,zhole ſpiritual 
Traitors, may cauſe you to make a forfeicure of 
it. *Tis true, if we reſpe&t men, we live in 
an Age wherein 'tis impuliible co pleaſe, neither 
can it be in reaſon expected, lo long ag the fury 
of Rome and Enthuſtaſtique rage ferment and boil 
among us. Bur this is your comfort, that the 
diſcharge of a good Conlcience will be pleaſing 
to Him who can inhaitely reward you, and 
what ungrateful clamors foever you meet with 
in this world, you will be {ure by this means 
to hear moſt [weet Hallelujah's in the other. 

In the mean time, let us who are here una- 
nimouſly pray, That we may live in due ſub- 
jection to the preſent, chatis, tothe beſt of all 


Go. 
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Governments, and that God would ſo dire& 
your deſign'd proceedings in this City and elle- 
where, that they may tend to the honour of our 
Soveraign Lord the King who ſent you, to 
the peace and welfare of this, I wiſh I could 
not {ay, divided People, and to the re aladvance- 
ment of the divine Glory. 


FITS. 


